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Intro

To provide you with dierent assistive 
technologies and learning strategies that 
support all students ability to equitably 
access and demonstrate learning. 

We will focus on AT programs and functions 
that are readily accessible, easy to use, and 
free/low cost. 

Session Goals
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Microsoft

● Read Aloud Command

● Dictation Tool 

● Immersive Reader tool

● Screen Masker

● Reading Coach 

● Tools available across 
Microsoft Word, Excel, 
OneNote, and Powerpoint

Microsoft Suite

GREAT FOR: Spelling and 
Grammar check, Proofreading/ 
Editing, Text-to-Speech, 
Speech-to-Text

Intro Google Mind Maps Org/Time Other AT Using AI Resources



Microsoft

Immersive Reader
Screen Masker

Intro Google Mind Maps Org/Time Other AT Using AI Resources

Reading Coach



Microsoft

● Digital Binder

● To-Do/Tags

● Audio Recordings

● Math Problems 

● Import Files

● Templates

OneNote
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Google

● Similar features to Microsoft 
suite 

● Collaboration with documents

● Documents remain saved after 
students finish program 

Google Suite

GREAT FOR: Spell Check, 
Text-to-Speech, Speech 
-to-Text, Grammar Check, 
Calendar 
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Speech-to-Text 
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● Class Schedules

● Assignment/Lab Due Dates

● Test/Exam Dates

● Social Events 

● Self-Care (Sleep, Exercise, 
Meals, Laundry etc.)

● Reminders (Single and/or 
Reoccurring)

Calendar 
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● Online reader
● Links with Google Docs
● Useful for research 

Read & Write

GREAT FOR: Online Reading, 
Vocabulary List, 
Simplification, Highlight 
Collector, Screen Mask 



Google

Read & Write

Simplifier
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Mind Maps Org/Time

APPS & PROGRAMS:
● Inspiration 
● Lucidchart 
● Mindomo 
● MindUp

● Visual method to organize 
information

● Supports making connections 
between ideas and concepts

GREAT FOR: Rapid fire 
brainstorming, outlining, inspiring 
creativity, visual learners, using 
templates, studying

Mind Mapping

Intro Microsoft Google Other AT Using AI Resources
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Org/Time Other AT

GREAT FOR: 
staying organized, managing time, 
prioritizing tasks, academic 
planning, taking notes

● A single space where you can 
think, write, plan and prioritize.

● Enhance productivity and 
reduce stress

● Seamless use between web, 
desktop and app versions

● Integrated AI functionality 
● Customizable, thousands of 

free templates

Notion
www.notion.so  

Intro Microsoft Google Mind Maps Using AI Resources

http://www.notion.so
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Notion
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Notion
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GREAT FOR: 
Recording lectures, annotating 
PDFS, taking notes, brainstorming, 
digital organization 
Similar apps: Goodnotes, Evernote

● Simple, powerful, note taking 
tool

● Record audio that automatically 
syncs to notes 

● Available for iPad, Mac, and 
iPhone

● Notability Plus: Convert 
handwriting & equations to text, 
transcribes note audio

Notability
hps://notability.com/ 

https://notability.com/
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GREAT FOR: staying organized, 
prioritizing tasks, tracking 
progress, maintaining balance

● To help plan, prioritize, and track 
class times, and locations,  
assignments, exams, activities, 
and work completion

● Enhance productivity and reduce 
stress

hps://mystudylife.com/

My Study Life

https://mystudylife.com/
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At-a-glance information about 
where students need to be and 
when, as well as what they need to 
be working on, and what’s coming!
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GREAT FOR: receiving real-time 
writing and editing support, 
improving tone and structure of 
small and large writing pieces

● To help with the whole writing 
process, from start to finish

● Enhance quality of final product

www.grammarly.com
prowritingaid.com

Grammarly & ProWritingAid

http://www.grammarly.com
https://prowritingaid.com/
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Free tool to help you learn about 
and select  appropriate AT.
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AT Select

 

GREAT FOR: 
Brainstorming/researching 
tools to support students 
based on their needs www.atselect.org

http://www.atselect.org
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CELA
The Centre for Equitable Library 
Access is an accessible library 
service, providing books and other 
materials to people with print 
disabilities who are living in Canada. 
Print disabilities are disabilities that 
make it diicult or impossible to 
read ordinary printed books, and 
include visual disabilities, physical 
disabilities and learning disabilities. 

GREAT FOR: Free and immediate 
access to books, newspapers and 
magazines in formats that people 
with print disabilities can read, 
such as audio, digital text and 
braille.

celalibrary.ca
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Rapidfire Program Summary

Don’t forget about Assignment Planner tool! 

Study Bunny 
Focus Timer

Tide FinchForest



AI will  continue to grow as an AT 
tool. It’s only going to get beer, 
faster, and cheaper! We must 
continue to work on educating 
students on best practices for use 
of AI in academics.

Other AT

AI: An Emerging AT Tool

 Using AI 

We can help improve AI by taking the time to report inaccuracies! 
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 Using AI 

The Good: greater 
independence, wider access, 
more  choice in AT solutions

The Bad: it doesn’t know what it 
doesn’t know - and goes rogue 
with “hallucinations”

The Ugly: it learns equally  from 
all content - regardless of quality 
which promotes  bias; AI can be 
misused

Educate Students on 
Proper AI Usage

Other ATOrg/TimeIntro Microsoft Google Mind Maps Resources



Using AI 

www.ailiteracy.institute

Help Students with Proper AI 
Usage: The KEA Method

● K stands for Know enough about AI tools 
to discuss with student

● E stands for Enquire about any AI policies 
or assignment guidelines from instructor

● A stands for Advise student about how to 
use AI tools ethically and responsibly

 Other ATOrg/TimeIntro Microsoft Google Mind Maps Resources



Resources

Click the links below to access the supplementary resources mentioned today

Resources
● AT Summary Table
● Dictation Guide for iOS
● Mental Health and Wellness Apps Overview

Tutorials
● Read&Write 
● Microsoft Suite 
● Microsoft Immersive Reader
● Google Calendar 

Additional Resources

 

● Inspiration 
● Notion 
● Notability 

Other AT Using AI Org/TimeIntro Microsoft Google Mind Maps

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G8wzsUTFUg0mMw_q7--7EQmngEMLa4IJ8-b6I6_A7rI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13dqOObewkxqGxnnBkdqWNzcTO5LDzNMI/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ah81rcBVsjueq7tYS6I5Z2AoDJU-ht-u/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJ5N1BQc0bc
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/microsoft-365-basics-video-training-396b8d9e-e118-42d0-8a0d-87d1f2f055fb
https://support.microsoft.com/en-gb/office/use-immersive-reader-in-word-a857949f-c91e-4c97-977c-a4efcaf9b3c1
https://www.calendar.com/google-calendar-guide/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEm6uD40Qnc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CMSbT0Xs-VY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ib1rEYI55i0
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Fall Lunch & Learn Series

 

12pm to 1pm | Join using the same zoom link as these sessions 

To Refer or Not to Refer? That is the Question
Thursday, September 19th | Dr. Beth Pollock & Alison Parker

All About Non-Verbal and Math LDs: What They Are and How to Support 
Students
Thursday, October 17th | Dr. Beth Pollock

Tricky Accommodations Issues
Thursday, November 21st | Dr. Beth Pollock
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Save the date!

 

2025 RARC Workshop
Beyond Barriers: Sharing Innovative Insights and 

Strategies in Post-Secondary Accessibility

When: Thursday, May 8 & Friday, May 9, 2025 

Where: Donald Gordon Conference Centre at 
Queen’s University, in Kingston, Ontario

*Call for proposals due Sept 30th, 2024*

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=O8se1rE41UKCxO-yg4uSXPIf-tFZ-pJJrU3siVjYfu9UQU0xSDRQRTFFOUFXQVNUOUdPRTUyQVI5RS4u


Join Our Mailing List!
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Join our RARC contact list to 
receive information about 
upcoming professional 
development and training 
opportunities.

Scan the QR Code

hps://forms.oice.com/r/Q1z6nmakLc
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Thank You!
Alexandra Bosco, Transition Assistant 

alexandra.bosco@queensu.ca  

Candice Daiken, Transition Assistant 
candice.daiken@queensu.ca  

Gillian Goldsmith, Transition Assistant 
gillian.goldsmith@queensu.ca 

Connect with RARC: 

rarc@queensu.ca

www.queensu.ca/rarc

613-533-6311

Mackintosh-Corry Hall,  B100     
68 University Avenue           
Kingston, Ontario, Canada           
K7L 3N6

mailto:alexandra.bosco@queensu.ca
mailto:candice.daiken@queensu.ca
mailto:gillian.goldsmith@queensu.ca

