








In 2024-25, the Graduate Coordinator and the Chair of the Board of Graduate Studies is Meena 

Krishnamurthy. The Graduate Coordinator has the following responsibilities: 

• In conjunction with the School of Graduate Studies and the Graduate Assistant,

answer inquiries and correspond with applicants.

• Be the first point of contact for graduate students with respect to course selection,

programme options, comprehensive year requirements, and requirements for thesis

proposals.

• Maintain liaison with the School of Graduate Studies with respect to policies and individual

students.
• Structure and maintain the overall budget for graduate funding and related income and

expenses.

• Assign Teaching Assistants to courses.

• Ensure that all graduate students find Supervisors for their theses and dissertations.

• Facilitate the examination of M.A. theses and Ph.D. dissertations, as well as defenses of

Ph.D. dissertation proposals.
• Provide assistance to graduate students applying for fellowships.

• Offer advice and support to graduate students regarding any concerns they may have

about their studies, financial situation, or matters pertaining to their wellbeing more

generally.

The Board of Graduate Studies (BOGS) is a faculty committee consisting of the Graduate 

Coordinator and two other faculty members. In 2024-25, its members are Meena 

Krishnamurthy (Chair), David Bakhurst, and Udo Schuklenk. The responsibilities of BOGS 

include: 

• Reviewing applications and recommending acceptance or rejection to the School of Graduate

Studies.

• Recommending individual students for fellowships and scholarships.
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In the case of an unsatisfactory grade in a course (below B-), the following procedures apply: 

The Graduate Coordinator will notify the student and the instructor that the Board of Graduate 

Studies (BOGS) is to review the case. 

BOGS will consult with the student and the relevant instructor, along with any other instructors the 

student has had in the graduate programme, in order to learn of any circumstances that bear on the 

case. The student and the relevant instructor have the option of appearing before BOGS. 

BOGS will make any one of the following recommendations, which will be forwarded to the 

Graduate School for consideration: 

• That the student repeat the course
• That the student take a substitute course
• That the student be required to withdraw.

It should be emphasized that the unsatisfactory grade cannot be effaced from the transcript. 

Course Requirements 

The 12-month Master's in Philosophy is offered with 

two options. Option One: M.A. in Philosophy 

For students beginning the program in 2024, who hold an Honours degree in philosophy, a Medial in 

philosophy and another subject, or an equivalent to either: 6 one-term courses (or equivalent), a 

Master's Thesis (approximately 50 pages). Courses taken must fulfill a distribution requirement by 

taking at least one course falling under the heading of Metaphysics and Epistemology, and at least 

one course falling under the heading of Value Theory. Students whose background is particularly 

strong in one or the other of these two broad areas may, with the permission of the Graduate 

Coordinator, be allowed to substitute other courses for that part of their distribution requirement. 

Questions about which courses fall under which heading should be directed to the Graduate 

Coordinator. By special arrangement, appropriate graduate courses in other departments may be 

taken for credit in a philosophy graduate programme - consult the Coordinator of Graduate Studies. 
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PhD Year 1 Course Requirements 

Students must take six courses in total, and fulfill a distribution requirement by taking at least one 

course falling under the heading of Metaphysics and Epistemology, and at least one course falling 

under the heading of Value Theory. 

Students whose background is particularly strong in one or the other of these two broad areas may, 
with the permission of the Graduate Coordinator, be allowed to substitute other courses for that 
part of their distribution requirement. Questions about which courses fall under which heading 
should be directed to the Graduate Coordinator. By special arrangement, appropriate graduate 
courses in other departments may be taken for credit in a philosophy graduate program. Consult 
the Coordinator of Graduate Studies. 

In order to remain in good standing in the PhD programme, a student must complete all of their courses 
within their first year (extensions may be granted on the basis of medical or similar reasons) and maintain 
an overall course average of 80%. 

PhDYear2 

The second year is devoted to identifying an area of research, focusing a dissertation topic and 
writing a dissertation proposal. During the second year of the program, the candidate's 
dissertation committee will assist the student in framing an area of research and mastering an 
appropriate reading list in preparation for the writing of the thesis. 

By the end of the second year, and no later than December 15th of their 3rd year, students will be 
orally examined by their committee on the dissertation proposal and research work preparatory for 
writing the dissertation. 

Formation of PhD Committee 

No later than the end of the last week in August of the first year of the PhD program, the Graduate 
Coordinator, in consultation with the candidate and relevant faculty, will form a committee of three 
faculty members, including one as Supervisor, who will be the student's PhD Dissertation Committee. 

Reading List 

At the first meeting of a candidate's PhD committee, the student and the Committee members 
should agree upon a plan for the year. The aim of the PhD 2 work should be to help focus the 
dissertation topic by acquiring the necessary background. This will involve deciding on a reading list. 
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Approval of the final reading list is at the discretion of the Committee. It should be acceptable to 

both the student and all members of the Committee. The graduate coordinator will be happy to 

consult, if that might prove helpful. 

One way of achieving this goal is to prepare reading lists on different aspects of the topic and write 

short papers based on that list. The purpose of these short papers is to help master the relevant 

literature and provide a basis for discussion with the Committee about that literature. Reading lists 

should be discussed in advance with the committee to ensure that the relevant readings are covered 

and the list is suitably comprehensive. 

How many papers are written over the course of the year, and whether the abstracts and reading 

lists are to be prepared simultaneously or sequentially, is at the discretion of the Committee. 

It is strongly advised that students be writing continuously over the course of the year. This is the 

best way to master the material needed to prepare a proposal and begin writing on the chosen 

topic. 

A student should meet with his/her Committee at least once per semester in order to discuss their 

written work and progress. More frequent meetings is definitely desirable and strongly encouraged. 

Dissertation Proposal Oral Defense 

The dissertation proposal oral defense is an examination of a student's thesis proposal. It should take 

place before the 15th of December of PHO 3. The purpose is to provide candidates with the opportunity 

to defend a detailed thesis proposal and to demonstrate that they possess the necessary focus and 

knowledge to begin writing the dissertation. In general, the oral examination enables an evaluation of a 

candidate's suitability for continuing in the PhD program. The examination should result in 

identification of any weaknesses and allow faculty members to judge the overall competence of the 

candidate. The members of the Examining Committee will be the members of the PhD Dissertation 

Committee. The examination will be chaired by the Graduate Coordinator or another member of BOGS. 

The thesis proposal should be about 15-20 pages, though it can be shorter or longer, depending on 

what the committee deems acceptable. It should do the following: 

• discuss the relevant philosophical literature on the topic

• provide an outline of the argument to be made in the dissertation

• identify and defend the significance of the argument to be made
• provide a timetable of research and writing for the various chapters, with a projected date of

completion
• provide a bibliography of primary and secondary source readings

Normally the thesis Supervisor(s) will approve the thesis proposal in writing (by signing the proposal 

or by e-mail) before it is circulated to the other members of the committee. However, if the 

Supervisor(s) and the student do not agree about the readiness of the proposal, the candidate may 

inform the Graduate Coordinator in writing that he/she wishes to proceed with the oral exam. 

The Supervisor will be responsible for convening the defense of the proposal. 
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Members of the Committee should provide the Examination Chair with a written report on the 

strengths and weaknesses of the proposal before the start of the exam. They are encouraged to 

share their reports with the student at the conclusion of the exam. 

The Examining Committee will either pass the thesis proposal or ask the candidate to resubmit with 

specified revisions. The decision to pass must be unanimous and the Committee must specify in 

writing the nature of the revisions. The candidate must resubmit within three months. Members of 

the Examination Committee will submit 

reports on the revised proposal before the second oral examination. The Examination Committee will 

pass or fail the revised proposal by simple majority. Failure of the second examination or the passage 

of three months without resubmission requires withdrawal from the program. Students wishing to 

appeal the decision of the Committee after failure of the second exam may consult the Graduate 

School Calendar for details of the appeal process. 

Candidates who fail to defend their thesis proposal by December 15th of the third year will be 

considered to have failed. Should exceptional circumstances arise that merit an extension of the 

deadline, the candidate can request an extension stating reasons for the requested extension. The 

Committee will decide by majority vote whether to grant the request. 

All PhD students from Year 2 onward will be expected to complete an annual report on their progress 

in the graduate program during the preceding academic year. Each student must discuss the report 

with his or her Supervisor and arrange for the Supervisor to comment on and sign the report. 

Students whose progress is unsatisfactory will be asked to meet with a member or members of the 

Board of Graduate Studies to discuss the student's difficulties and plans to move forward. Annual 

Reports are completed through SGSPA via the following link: https://www.queensu.ca/grad-

postdoc/forms 

A written report of the meeting will be compiled and shown to the student, who can comment on it 

before it is placed in the student's file. Students who do not show satisfactory progress may be asked 

to withdraw from the program. 

Further details of the School of Graduate Studies policy regarding 'Withdrawal on Academic Grounds' 

can be found at https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/general-regulations/ 
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