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DEPARTMENT OF ART HISTORY & ART CONSERVATION
ARTH 101: Introduction to Visual Studies
Winter 2025
Course Description
This course provides an overview of several interdisciplinary theories and fundamental concepts in the study of images and visual culture. Useful for students of art history as well as students across the university, ARTH 101 will guide students in developing visual literacy and critical analysis skills that are vital for living in the contemporary world.

This course will thematically introduce students to several subfields of visual culture studies with the aim of developing skills in image description and analysis. This semester, students will encounter a selection of imagery, topical examples, and visual methods relating to fine art, illustration, fashion, music, and non-visual art. Through a series of interpretative writing projects, they will apply the tools and techniques of visual studies to personally resonant images and hone their abilities of communication and analysis.
Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, students should be able to:
· Utilize fundamental methods of visual description and analysis on a wide range of objects, encompassing fine art, design, popular culture, and everyday media.
· Critically describe the content, context, and social relationship of visual material from their daily life, both within and beyond academia.
· Consider the disciplinary borders of art history and the transdisciplinary applications of the discipline of visual studies.
· Showcase fundamental cross-disciplinary academic skills of clear writing, time management, and respect for diverse ways of knowing.
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