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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course explores issues in the history of French art in the second half of the nineteenth century and into the first decade of the twentieth century, engaging with key artworks, key primary sources, and key art historical scholarship on this influential period of art. Students will learn about the competing claims for realist, impressionist, neo-impressionist, post-impressionist, symbolist, and modernist art, and will work to place this art in its institutional, social, economic, and art historical contexts, while foregrounding critical gender and critical race studies approaches. The course is geared towards developing critical looking, thinking, and writing skills, in particular students' abilities to analyze works of art and art historical literature, to develop research skills, and to formulate persuasive written arguments about artworks. It is assumed that students will have had some experience with visual analysis and that they will incorporate visual analysis skills into their work.

